
LPS Oakland R&D 
English 3 - Course Syllabus 

Ms. Yulo - Room 109 
Name: 
 
Date: 
 

Tutoring Hours:  
Tuesday/Thursday 3:35-5, or any time by appointment 

Contact Information:  
650-773-3474 or ayulo@leadps.org or https://yuloenglish.wordpress.com 

 
Course Description 
This is a college preparatory class that is designed with many end goals in mind. Primarily, the course 
is designed to ensure that each of you leaves 11th grade with the skills and knowledge you need to be 
successful seniors and competent and confident college students. Successful students are curious and 
analytical, driven and independent. The expectations will be high, but the support will be constant. 
You will feel challenged, but you will feel proud of yourself as you rise to meet each new challenge. 
 
Year-Long Essential Questions  
1.      What is the “American Experience” and who or what contributes to it? 
2.      How do authors use rhetorical and literary devices to convey theme, tone, and opinion?  
 
You can expect: 

● Rigorous classwork that is meant to challenge you and help you take positive risks 
● Quizzes and Unit Exams 
● Literature Circle Discussions 
● At least three or more essays per quarter 
● Frequent opportunities for revision of writing  
● Constant support and dedication from Ms. Yulo 

 
Units of Instruction 
We will deepen our understanding of our central question through four related units of study, each 
driven by more focused questions that will help us explore the theme of  the American Experience 
from a new angle. These units are as follows: 
 

Unit 1: The American Dream Major Assessment: 

Essential Questions:  
1) Does our personal experience affect how we 
define being American? 
2) Has the purpose of the American Dream 
changed over time and does America still 
provide access to this dream today? 

EA 1 Definition Essay: Students will define 
what it means to be an American. 
 
Modified EA 2 In Class Essay Synthesis Essay: 
Students will draw from different sources to 
prove a thesis about the American Dream 
 
 

Unit 2: The American Experience Major Assessments: 
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Essential Questions:  
1) How can literature advance social 
commentary? 
2) How do fiction writers use style and literary 
devices to convey themes of the American 
experience? 

Modified EA: Literary Analysis Essay on The 
Crucible. 

Unit 3: The Power of Persuasion  Major Assessment: 

Essential Questions: 
1) How are rhetorical devices used in the 
creation and delivery of persuasive speeches? 
2) How do authors use rhetorical devices to 
encourage social or political change? 
3) How does a writer use tone to advance an 
opinion? 

EA 2 Writing a Persuasive Speech: Students 
will write a persuasive speech and present it 
to the class. 

Unit 4: The American Journey Major Assessment: 

Essential Questions: 
1) How does a protagonist's journey convey 
theme and author's purpose? 
2) How do life experiences influence an 
individual's process of self-realization? 

EA1 Literary Analysis: Students will write an 
analytical essay in which they discuss how 
Hurston utilizes various literary devices 
illustrates an important theme in short 
stories by Walker, O’Connor, and Hurston. 

Unit 5: The Pursuit of Happiness Major Assessment: 

Essential Questions: 
1) What does it mean to pursue happiness? 
2) Does everyone have equal access to "the 
pursuit of happiness"?  
3) What makes a powerful Personal 
Statement? 

EA1 Writing a Personal Essay:(meant to 
mirror personal statements for college 
applications) Students will demonstrate 
knowledge of voice, style, organization, focus 
on topic/theme in order to illustrate a 
personal quality or experience 

 
SBAC Testing 
In the Spring, we will be taking the new Smarter Balanced Test for English. This test will help 
determine which classes you are placed in your first year of college. Throughout the year, we will be 
developing the skills you will need to help you do well on this test. You will receive more information 
as we get closer to the test date. If you have any questions or concerns, please ask Ms. Yulo. 
 
Literature Circles 
In literature circles, small groups of students discuss a piece of literature of your choosing or as a 
whole group reading. The discussion is guided by your response to what you have read. You will be 
responsible to collaborate with your group members in a variety of roles assigned during your group. 
Additionally, there will be an end of the year project associated with one text or multiple texts from 
your reading. 
Reading Selections for Literature Circles (This is not an all inclusive list) 

E. L. Doctorow - Ragtime, Sherman Alexie - The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven, Ken 
Kesey - One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, Jhumpa Lahiri - The Namesake,  Sonia Nazario - Enrique’s 
Journey, Toni Morrison - The Bluest Eye, Zora Neale Hurston - Mules and Men, John Steinbeck - 
Travels with Charley, Henry James - The Turn of the  Screw, Kazuo Ishiguro - Never Let Me Go 



 
Classroom Blog 
This site will allow you to get up to the minute details on assignments, resources, and blogs.  All 
assignments, deadlines, and materials will be available for you and your guardians. Blog address: 
https://yuloenglish.wordpress.com 
 
Materials 
Each day, you are responsible for having: 

1. English 3 Folder (Provided for you by Ms. Yulo) and English 3 College-Ruled Single Subject 
Notebook (Provided by you. One per semester.) 

2. Pens/Pencils/Eraser  
3. Your SpringBoard Student Edition (SB SE) 
4. Reading Materials (anthology, novel, play, whatever we are reading as a class, independent 

reading material)  
5. Google Email and Login 
6. Homework (When required.) 

 
English 3 Folder and Notebook 
You will not leave your English 3 Folder, English 3 Notebook and SpringBoard student edition (SB SE) 
in class.  You are expected to bring you folder, notebook and SB book to class EVERY DAY.  I will not 
allow you to go to your locker to retrieve materials once you are in class. You will receive an 
assessment plan for each unit that will help you keep track of materials in your folder and notebook. 
 
What do I do if I come to class unprepared? 
Now that you are juniors, you are responsible for all of your materials.  If you are unprepared, you 
must borrow from a friend without interrupting the class.  Keep in mind, the expectations for this 
class are to prepare you to be ready for your first year in college.  
Grading 

Mastery  70% 

Assessments ● Unit Exams (Summative Only) 
● Compositions/Formal Process Papers 
● Presentations & Performances 
● MAP Reading Test Growth 
● Socratic Seminars 
● Debate 
● Free Response  
● Timed Writing (SAT/EPT/SBAC) 

 

Practice  30% 

Formative Assessments/Daily 
Assignments  

● Vocabulary 
● Grammar/Mechanical Concepts 
● Multiple Choice Practice 
● Drafts/Peer Editing 
● Review/Study Guides 
● Writer’s Journal/Journals 
● Socratic Seminar Practice 
● Launch/Exit Tickets 
● Annotation/Notes 
● Writing Practice 
● Literature Circles/Group Discussions 
● Online Forums 
● Reflections 

 



● Classwork/Homework  

 
Students will be permitted to retake any assessment. Additionally, students will be required to attend 
at least two tutoring sessions to prepare for their retake or essay revision.  
 

If you are absent from class for any reason, you must make sure you come and check with me 
immediately upon your return to class.  It is your responsibility to make up work you have missed. 
All assignments will be posted on the website and updated daily.  You will have seven days to make 
up any missing work from the time it is due. This does not include any missing assessments.  

 
LPS Oakland Cheating/Plagiarism Policy 

From the Student-Parent Handbook:  Cheating or plagiarism or other acts of academic dishonesty are 
defined as a situation in which a student turns in the work of any other individual while presenting it 
as his or her own work.  This includes copying or paraphrasing published work, information from the 
internet, or the work of another student or a parent.  

Tests in and out of class must be the student's own work, unless students are instructed otherwise by 
their teacher.  Copying or sharing such tests constitutes cheating and will result in a failure on that 
test for the student(s) involved.  A student plagiarizes when he or she submits work as his or her own 
that is taken from other sources without naming that source.  This can occur if a student copies all or 
part of a paper directly from another student, a book, or computer network.  If it is determined a 
student has plagiarized a piece of work, the student will not receive credit for the work.  Students are 
encouraged to ask teachers ahead of time whenever they have questions regarding plagiarism. After a 
first offense, the teacher will inform the advisor and the Principal, and a conference will take place. 
 
Students will be required to use MLA citation for all formal writing assignments unless explicitly 
stated otherwise by the teacher.  Students will be required to use Purdue Owl - Purdue Online 
Writing Lab - Purdue University to reference their citation.  Additionally, students will be required to 
provide MLA citation for all materials used in the production of their papers. 

 
In order to graduate from LPS, and for this class to count for college, 
students must perform at a Basic/70%/C- level or better. 
 
What is the deadline for getting all of the required English materials? 
All materials are due in class by this Friday, August 28th. If you have 
difficulty getting these materials, see Ms. Yulo by Wednesday at the latest 
to arrange for help or request an extension. We can always figure out a 
solution for materials.  Feel free to speak to me privately if you need 
assistance.  
 
Academic Language 
Students will be expected to use academic language at all times. This 
includes, but is not limited to: using academic vocabulary in all 
responses, speaking in complete sentences, providing proper support for 
statements and using an appropriate volume as instructed by the 
teacher. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Behavior/Conduct Expectations 
In order to support all of our students to become ready for college, LPS Oakland R&D expects all 
students to uphold our school values of hard work, caring, resiliency, and integrity. We are a 
community that works together to achieve our goals and therefore our academic learning 
environment is sacred. Behaviors that are not in line with our school values will require intervention 
from the teacher. Please refer to our school’s culture plan for a more detailed description of behavior 
expectations. 
 
Technology Expectations 
We will use Google Chromes on a daily basis within our class. This means we will utilize Google docs, 
from, sites, and blogs.  Most work will be published online for our course. It is important to note that 
all students sign a technology contract with LPS Oakland R&D.  Failure to comply with the policies 
and procedures outlined in this contract will result in losing access to a chrome during class.  This 
means the student would have to use traditional means of writing and research. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
“The wide world is all about you; 

you can fence yourselves in,  
but you cannot forever fence it out.” 

— J. R. R. Tolkien 

 
 

http://tolkiengateway.net/w/images/d/d5/J.R.R._Tolkien_-_Tree_(2).jpg 

 
 

-------------------Tear off and return to Ms. Yulo by Friday, August 28th.------------------ 
 

English 3 -  Parent and Student Acknowledgement Letter 
  

Dear Students and Parents: 
  
Let’s work together for a  great year.  
  
This class will push you to grow your thinking and communication skills–skills that will help you 
pursue your own individual goals. Be prepared to try things out. You will be supported by myself and 
your classmates. In return,  you are expected to come to class ready to practice our school values of 
integrity, caring, hard work, and resiliency. You will be proud of what you accomplish.  
 
I look forward to working together this school year.  
 
Warmly, 
 
Ms. Yulo 
 
By signing below, I indicate that I understand the expectations of English 3 and that I can be in touch with Ms. 
Yulo anytime I have concerns or questions. Be sure you write down her email and phone number (it’s on the first 
page of this syllabus) so that you can contact her with concerns or questions.  
 
Student’s Name (print)  

 

 
Guardian’s Name (print)  

 

 
Guardian’s email (if has one)  

 

  
Guardian’s phone (home) number 

 

  
Guardian’s phone (cell) number 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/quotes/10427.James_Baldwin


 

 
  
Student’s Signature:_________________________________Date: __________________  
 
 
Guardian’s Signature:_______________________________Date: __________________ 
  



 
-------------------Devuelve a Sra. Yulo antes de viernes, 28 de agosto.------------------ 

 
Inglés  3 -  Carta a estudiantes y padres 

  
Estimados padres y estudiantes, 
 
¡Trabajamos juntos para un año sobresaliente! 
 
Esta clase les ayudará a desarrollar sus habilidades de escribir, de leer y de hablar. El trabajo que harán 
en esta clase les ayudará a seguir adelante para alcanzar sus propios objetivos. Recibirán apoyo 
constante de mí y de sus compañeros de clase. A cambio de eso, deben llegar a clase listos para 
practicar los valores de nuestra escuela, de trabajo duro, de solidaridad, de persistencia, y de 
honestidad. Estarán orgullosos de lo que lograrán.  
 
Espero aprender y crecer juntos este año.  
 
Sinceramente, 
 
Sra. Yulo 
 
 
Nombre de estudiante 

 

 
Nombre de padre o tutor 

 

 
Dirección de correo electrónico de tutor  

 

  
Número de teléfono (casa) 

 

  
Número de teléfono del tutor (celular) 

 

  
Firma del estudiante:_________________________________Fecha: __________________  
 
 
Firma del tutor:_______________________________Fecha: __________________ 


