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Evidence Analysis: Say, Show, Matter 
 

1. Why is it important to use evidence in speaking and writing? What does evidence help us do? How? 
 
 
 
 
 

2. In order to fully explain why a piece of evidence is worth talking about, it’s important to identify three things: 
 

● What does the evidence say? 
 

● What does the evidence show? 
 

● Why does the evidence matter? 
 
 

 What does the evidence 
say? 

What does the evidence 
show? 

Why does the evidence 
matter? 

Level of 
thinking 

● Literal (Level One) 
 
 
 
 
 

● Interpretive (Level 2) ● Global (Level 3) 

What do I need 
to do? 

● Paraphrase 
 
 

● In your own words, 
what is happening 
in this exact 
quotation? (Not 
elsewhere in the 
text) 

● Explain 
 
 

● How does this 
quotation relate to 
the rest of the text? 

● Does this quotation 
reveal that 
characters/events 
are changing or 
remaining the same? 

● Connect 
 
 

● How does this 
quotation connect to 
real life? 

 

 



3. Summarize the difference between say, show, and matter in the space below.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evidence Practice 
 

1. “Why don’t you like me the way I am?” I cried. “I’m not a genius! I can’t play the piano. And even if I could, I 
wouldn’t go on TV if you paid me a million dollars!” (“Two Kinds,” 20). 

 

What does the evidence say? 
(1 sentence) 

What does the evidence show? 
(2-3 sentences) 

Why does the evidence matter? 
(2-3 sentences) 

Jing Mei, a young 
Chinese-American girl, is 
throwing a fit at her mother 
because she is being forced to 
start piano lessons. 
 
 
 
 
 

This quotation shows the conflicted 
relationship between Jing Mei and 
her mother. While Jing Mei’s mother 
wants her to be a prodigy because 
she thinks that anything is possible 
in America, Jing Mei resents being 
made to do something she does not 
want. Throughout the story, Jing Mei 
feels as though her mother’s desire 
for her to be a prodigy means that 
she does not accept her the way she 
is.  

Jing Mei’s relationship with her 
mother is similar to parent-child 
tensions experienced in other 
families, especially immigrant ones. 
Even though parents may have 
sacrificed in order to give their 
children new opportunities, 
children might feel overwhelming 
pressure to be something they are 
not.  

 
2. ...viewed by Mexicans as alien, 

(their eyes say, “You may speak 
Spanish but you’re not like me” (“Legal Alien,” 32). 

 

What does the evidence say? 
(1 sentence) 

What does the evidence show? 
(2-3 sentences) 

Why does the evidence matter? 
(2-3 sentences) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 



3. No, I don't know where you can get Navajo rugs real cheap.  
No, I didn't make this. I bought it at Bloomingdales. (“Sure You Can Ask Me a Personal Question,” 32). 

 

What does the evidence say? 
(1 sentence) 

What does the evidence show? 
(2-3 sentences) 

Why does the evidence matter? 
(2-3 sentences) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 

4. Rivera warned parents not to let their children wear hoodies — unless it is raining or they are at a 
track-and-field event. He said it sends a sinister signal. (“Tragedy Gives the Hoodie a Whole New Meaning”). 

 

What does the evidence say? 
(1 sentence) 

What does the evidence show? 
(2-3 sentences) 

Why does the evidence matter? 
(2-3 sentences) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 



 
5.  "I'm the kind of person who likes to walk into a room and be unnoticed," Abdelnabi says. "When you wear 

hijab and you walk into a room, everyone notices you; everyone stares at you; everyone makes assumptions 
about you." (“Lifting the Veil: Muslim Women Explain Their Choice”). 

 

What does the evidence say? 
(1 sentence) 

What does the evidence show? 
(2-3 sentences) 

Why does the evidence matter? 
(2-3 sentences) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
6. Pick a quotation from your lit circle book and write it in the space below. Include the page number. Then, 

analyze the quotation based on what it says, shows, and how it matters. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What does the evidence say? 
(1 sentence) 

What does the evidence show? 
(2-3 sentences) 

Why does the evidence matter? 
(2-3 sentences) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 


